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Exercise source note: ‘The Last Lantern’ is a short fictional course text created for this workshop. Its exact lines are quoted below; it is not a
published work and requires no external citation.

In ‘The Last Lantern,’ the empty harbor first makes belonging seem like a place a person must earn. Mara arrives
after every shop has closed, and the narrator says, ‘Every window was dark except the one nobody owned.’ That
unclaimed light mirrors Mara: she is present, but no household or neighborhood has claimed her. The setting
therefore begins as evidence of exclusion rather than comfort.

The abandoned lighthouse changes that idea. Mara repairs its broken lens even though no one asks her to. When the
fishing boats return through fog, the story says, ‘The lantern kept its promise even after the keeper forgot his.’ The
promise belongs to the light, but Mara chooses to keep it. By acting for people who do not yet know her, she creates
a relationship before she receives recognition.

At the end, the harbor is still physically cold and weathered, yet the windows open one by one as neighbors walk
toward the tower. That shift shows the theme: belonging is not merely being invited into an existing place. It can
begin when someone takes responsibility for the well-being of others. Mara does not wait for the town to name her as
one of them; her choice to restore the light makes the town see that she already is. The setting develops from
darkness, to a single shared signal, to many open windows, turning Mara’s private act into a community’s recognition.

Reply 1: I agree that the lighthouse becomes more than a setting, especially when you connect its repair to Mara’s
choice. Your claim that belonging can be created through responsibility helped me notice the open windows
differently. I would add that the neighbors move toward her only after the boats are safe; their welcome depends on
seeing what she has done. Does that make their belonging conditional, or does it show that communities sometimes
need an action before they recognize a person’s character?

Reply 2: Your point about darkness representing exclusion is convincing, but I read the unowned window slightly
differently. Because nobody owns the light, it may already belong to everyone, including Mara. The town has
forgotten that shared responsibility, while she understands it immediately. That would make the ending less about
the town granting her membership and more about Mara reminding the town what membership requires. Which
interpretation better fits the lantern’s ‘promise’ in the second quotation?

Red-team question: What does this artifact actually prove about the learning that produced it? Card A
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Question: How does density affect the order of water, vegetable oil, and dish soap in a column?

Method: I poured 30 mL of each liquid into a clear cup, waited two minutes, and recorded the layer order and
height. I repeated the procedure three times.

DATA TABLE
Trial 1 — soap 2.1 cm / water 2.0 cm / oil 2.2 cm — soap, water, oil
Trial 2 — soap 2.0 cm / water 2.1 cm / oil 2.1 cm — soap, water, oil
Trial 3 — soap 2.2 cm / water 2.0 cm / oil 2.0 cm — soap, water, oil

Conclusion: The liquids formed the same order in all three trials: dish soap at the bottom, water in the
middle, and oil on top. The repeated pattern supports the claim that the densest liquid sinks while the least
dense liquid floats. Dish soap had the greatest density, followed by water and then vegetable oil. Small
changes in layer height may have come from liquid remaining in the measuring cup or bubbles in the soap.

Red-team question: What does this artifact actually prove about the learning that produced it? Card B
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Peter Rabbit is the main character, and the story happens in Mr. McGregor’s garden. Peter’s problem is that
he goes into the garden after his mother warns him not to go there. Mr. McGregor sees Peter and chases him,
so Peter hides and tries to find the gate. Peter solves the problem by escaping under the gate and running
home. My favorite part is when Peter gets home safely because it shows that choices can have consequences.

Red-team question: What does this artifact actually prove about the learning that produced it? Card C
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My goal this month was to begin independent work within five minutes on four school days each week. I met
the goal during three weeks and missed it during one week.

My evidence is the start-time tracker in my planner. The pattern shows that I started fastest when I opened
the assignment list before lunch and chose the first task in advance.

The biggest obstacle was deciding where to begin when several assignments had the same due date. I spent
time comparing them instead of starting one.

Next month I will keep the same goal and add one step: before lunch, I will star the first assignment I plan to
open. I will review the tracker with my counselor each Friday.

Red-team question: What does this artifact actually prove about the learning that produced it? Card D


